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ACCOMMODATION 
 

• BACKPACKER HOSTEL 

Youth hostels are the preferred choice 
for most backpackers when they are 
travelling. Hostels are everywhere in 
Australia, particularly in the major cities. 
They provide an ideal solution while you 
find your feet in new surroundings and 
allow time to look for more permanent 
accommodation. 

Hostels are relatively inexpensive 
compared to other forms of 
accommodation with dormitory beds 
from AUD $20 for one night (although 
often increase in line with the level of 
privacy you have). Prices can vary 
depending on the time of year. Don’t 
forget to check availability as part of 
your trip planning, you might find that the 
hostel you want to stay at is fully booked 
during festivals such as Easter, Christmas 
and New Year. 

Beds offered range from private rooms 
to 10-12 person dormitories. Hostels have 
shared kitchens and bathrooms. If you’re 
lucky, you might find you have an en-suite 
or a couple of kitchens. Most hostels will 
also have a communal area where you 
can watch TV, eat food, play table tennis, 
and connect with other travelers. 
 

Recommendations 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Our recommended hostel chains are 
Wake Up! and YHA. They have privately 

owned properties throughout Australia, 
awesome facilities and excellent 
customer service. 

• WHERE TO FIND 

Thankfully, most hostels are easy to spot 
due to their signs. But when in doubt, find 
a Visitor Centre. Given the number of 
options, this is also a good way to get 
some advice on which one to choose and 
some other recommendations like what 
to do, where to eat and how best to 
get around. 

• HOUSE-SHARE 

Not many people find hostels a suitable 
long-term option. Instead, they prefer to 
share an apartment with a few other 
backpackers or locals. Usually you have 
your own room, and share the bathroom 
and kitchen with other tenants. 

Rent is paid either weekly or fortnightly 
and ranges from $150/week all the way up 
to $350-400. House-shares tend to be 
more expensive in the centre of town 
than the outskirts. Lease terms can vary 
from 3 months (rare) to between 6-12 
months 

https://www/gumtree.com.au/s-real-
estate/c9296 

https://www.domain.com.au 

https://flatmates.com.au 

Shops, bars, cafes, and backpacker 
hostels often have a notice board with 
house share ads. Take a look at these to 
find some bargains. 

In town, look around you. You can find ads 
all over the place (supermarkets, stuck to 
lampposts etc.). Word of mouth is also 
very effective for finding a place, so be 
sure to mention it to everyone you meet 
– you never know! 
 

https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-real-estate/c9296
https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-real-estate/c9296
https://www.domain.com.au/
https://www.domain.com.au/
https://flatmates.com.au/
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• RENTING AN APARTMENT 

It is easy to rent an apartment in 
Australia. They offer much more privacy 
and are less noisy than most hostel 
environments. The procedure is relatively 
simple and very similar to Europe and 
North America. You usually rent through 
an agency rather than directly from the 
owner. To be considered, you will almost 
always need to complete an application 
form which will then be reviewed by the 
agency. You will need to supply copies of: 
 

• Your passport, driving license 

• Your employment contract, your 
last payslips 

• Reference from previous 
landlords or agencies 
 

The more documents and references you 
can provide, the better chance you have 
of being given the keys. Once you have 
finally been accepted, you should have an 
appointment with your landlord where you 
inspect the apartment together and 
complete a Tenant-Landlord checklist 
(Condition Report) recording the state of 
the apartment and everything in it. You 
keep a copy of this. 

To rent an apartment, you will need to 
pay: 
 

• The deposit (The bond). The 
amount varies depending upon 
the type of accommodation but 
usually it will be two to four 
weeks’ rent. 

• The first month’s rent, or at 
least the first two weeks, 
payable in advance. 
 

Read the T&Cs carefully to avoid any 
surprises. Check the duration of your 
rental and be sure you are comfortable 
with agreeing to that length of the time. 

It can be expensive to get out of a 
contract early in Australia. 

• BECOME AN AU PAIR 

Another way to find is to enquire with a 
host family about working as an Au Pair. 
In return for looking after the children of 
an Australian family you will be given free 
accommodation, meals and pocket 
money. There is high demand for Au Pairs 
in Australia, especially if you are a female. 
Find out more information here. 
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ARRIVAL PACKAGES 
 
Intro packages are a great way to kick 
off your adventure when you are 
travelling. Starting your journey in a group 
with other backpackers offers the 
perfect opportunity to make friends 
straight away. 

Moving to another country can be 
overwhelming and intimidating. Finding a 
job, friends and a good place to live is just 
the start. Then there’s all the “life 
admin”. Filling in visa applications, leases, 
legal docs and tax returns can take its 
toll. But a truly tailored arrival package 
can eliminate almost all of these 
headaches and get you off to a flying 
start. 

There are lots of different intro package 
options out there, all varying in 
inclusiveness. Consider how you would like 
to spend the first part of your journey in 
Australia and choose a package suited to 
your wants and needs. Whether you’re 
wanting to travel for several weeks, start 
working  and earning, or just go with the 
flow, there’s an intro package for you. 

Packages are available in every major city 
in Australia. You will pay more according 
to what’s included. Features that tend to 
impact the cost include accommodation, 
activities and inclusions, orientation and 
free gifts. For more information on GoTo 
Arrival Packages, click here. 
 

• BEFORE YOU LEAVE 

We advise preparing your trip to Australia 
3-6 months in advance. There are several 
administrative procedures you will need 
to ensure are completed prior to your 
departure. Tie up any loose ends at home 
such as your current job, residence, and 
automatic contracts.  

Ensure you have prepared all the 
necessary paperwork required to enter 
Australia. A valid passport is mandatory 
to enter Australia. You will also need to 
apply for a visa. The “Working Holiday 
Visa 417” is an option for 18–30-year-olds 
(35 from the Canada, France and Ireland) 
enabling you to travel across Australia 
and work during your trip. To apply, visit: 

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/get
ting-a-visa/visa-listing/work-holiday-
417/first-working-holiday-417 

In certain cases, you may also be asked 
to complete a medical test by the 
Australian government. If this happens, 
you need to go to a medical provider 
accepted by Immigration and you must 
pay the costs. 

Once you have obtained the relevant 
documentation, it’s time to book your 
flights. We recommend using flight search 
engine such as Skyscanner to find the 
best prices. Try to purchase your flights 
as early as you can for the best prices. 
Another way to pay a low price is to go 
out of season. 

 

https://thegoto.app/arrival-packages/
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/work-holiday-417/first-working-holiday-417
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/work-holiday-417/first-working-holiday-417
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/work-holiday-417/first-working-holiday-417
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• BASIC $149  

Go with the flow and enjoy the freedom of travelling without a set itinerary. Our Basics 
offering allows you to keep your plans flexible, while providing peace of mind that the basic 
essentials are taken care of. GoTo Basics ensures key set ups such as your TFN, Aussie bank 
account, superannuation is completed correctly and in a compliant way. No fixed address 
for these important documents to be delivered? Don’t worry! Opt in for the 3-month mail 
holding service at no extra cost while we help you to find a permanent address. 
 

Basic Arrival Package Inclusions 

Bank Account 3 Month Mail Holding Service 

Tax File Number Just Play Voucher 

Superannuation  

 
 
 
 

• STANDARD $549 

Take advantage of an arrival package which includes airport meet and greet transfers, 4 
nights' accommodation, local tours and help finding work, somewhere to live and setting up 
the little things such as your tax file number and bank account. Landing in this stunning 
country knowing everything will be taken care of will allow you to focus on the important 
things, making friends and having fun! 
 

Standard Arrival Package Inclusions 

Bank Account Phone SIM 

Tax File Number Activities & Inclusions 

Superannuation 4 Nights Accommodation 

Airport Transfer Just Play Voucher 

GoTo Welcome Pack  
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• PREMIUM $999 

Make an inspiring start to life in Australia with our Premium arrival package. Action-packed 
itineraries ensure you see the highlights as well as the hidden gems, while the camaraderie 
of a group will make the big moments all the more memorable. With accommodation, some 
meals and activities included, just sit back and enjoy the ride. 
 

Premium Arrival Package Inclusions 

Bank Account Phone SIM 

Tax File Number Activities & Inclusions 

Superannuation 7 Nights Accommodation 

Airport Transfer Just Play Voucher 

GoTo Welcome Pack Tailored Job Support 
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CARPOOLING & 
TRANSPORT 
 
If you don’t have a vehicle, there are a 
few other options to explore this 
beautiful country. 

If you need to travel to another state in a 
relatively short space of time, flying is a 
good option. The two major airlines are 
Quantas (and its subsidiary Jetstar) and 
Virgin. Internal flights are inexpensive. 
Sydney to Melbourne, for example, will 
cost around AUD $150. From Sydney to 
Perth, you’re looking at approximately 
AUD $400. 

Despite the obvious convenience 
associated with airplane travel, unless 
you’re in a rush, avoid flying. You can hop 
on one of the famous train journeys that 
offer breathtaking views, including the 
Ghan from Adelaide to Darwin, the Indian 
Pacific from Sydney to Perth, and the 
Great Southern from Sydney to Brisbane.   

A cheaper option is to travel by bus. 
There a many comfortable long-distance 
buses bringing you to the best places in 
Australia. A popular option is buying a 
travel pass for the Greyhound bus. 
Greyhound operate the largest coach 
network in Australia. From selecting your 
seat online to enjoying free onboard WiFi, 
to stepping off at your destination, you’ll 
feel the difference that over 100 years of 
experience makes. 

The easiest way to travel around 
Australia is by owning your own vehicle. 
This allows you to explore hidden gems 
which are challenging to get to via other 
modes of transport. You can check out 
our driving guide to find out about all the 
rules, how to purchase a vehicle and 
what’s the best vehicle for your trip. 

If you don’t have a vehicle, or if you do 
but would prefer to enjoy some company 

along the way, don’t worry! That’s where 
GoTo Carpool comes in! Our carpool 
feature allows you to share a ride with 
other like-minded travellers across 
Australia. Share costs, conversations, 
and discover amazing places along the 
way while making great friendships. It’s a 
sure way to guarantee that the journey 
won’t be boring! 
 

Recommendations 

 
 
For car and camper van rentals we 
recommend Travellers Autobarn. To 
receive 5% off on rentals exceeding 10 
days click here. 

Greyhound operate the largest coach 
network in Australia. From selecting your 
seat online to enjoying the free onboard 
WiFi, to stepping off at your destination, 
you’ll feel the difference that over 100 
years of experience makes.

https://www.greyhound.com.au/
https://thegoto.app/guide-need-to-drive-in-straya/
https://thegoto.app/discounts/#travauto
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DISCOUNTS & PROMOS 
 
If there’s one trait seemingly universal 
among all backpackers, it’s budgeting. 
Your ability to save and budget will take 
you a long way, literally. 

Travellers have a knack for finding the 
best discounts so that they can get the 
most out of their experience with their 
available funds.  

You must budget well to avoid running out 
of money or when you’re saving for an 
upcoming trip. Avoid the trap of burning 
through cash by getting good at finding 
bargains, deals and discounts. 

These days, there is almost nothing you 
can’t buy at a discounted rate. You just 
need to be willing willing to look hard 
enough. Luckily, if you’re in Australia, 
GoTo’s discounts page is one sure way to 
access some of the most popular 
products and services amongst 
travellers. 

To access a wide range of discounts via 
the GoTo platform click here. Use the 
filter button to find what you are looking 
for. Click on “Unlock Promo Code”, enter 
your email address, and the promo code 
will appear on your screen. In case you 
want to save it for a later date, you will 
receive an email containing details of the 
promo code, how long it is valid for, and 
the relevant links to access your 
discount. 

 

Savings range from 5% all the way up to 
20%.

https://thegoto.app/discounts/
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EMPLOYMENT 
 
Working in Australia offers many 
opportunities for backpackers. 
Australian’s have a very high quality of 
life. There is barely any unemployment 
and salaries are among the highest in the 
world. 

In this favourable climate for those 
seeking work, the market is also 
conducive to temporary jobs. Whether in 
agricultural or urban regions, employers 
often prefer to employ young people for 
short periods of time to meet their 
seasonal needs for workers. As in Europe, 
temporary or casual employees do not 
receive the same benefits as permanent 
workers, but the hourly rate is usually 
higher to compensate. 

Each temporary Australian visa has its 
own specific working rights. The vast 
majority of backpackers are on one of 
three available Working Holiday Visas 
(WHV). It is important to remember that 
on a WHV you are only allowed to work for 
the same employer for a total of six 
months. However, once you have 
completed the required number of 
regional days to apply for your next visa 
the slate is wiped clean and you are 
allowed to work for the same employer 
again for another six months. 

Most backpackers find themselves on an 
hourly rate from anywhere between $25 
to $35 per hour. If you’re qualified in a 
particular field, you might be lucky 
enough to earn more. Part-time roles 
usually offer 20-25 hours per week. If 
you’re full-time, expect to be working 40. 

• AU PAIR 

There is huge demand for Au Pair’s in 
Australia. For those who enjoy working 
with children, becoming an Au Pair is a 

natural choice, and one which provides 
tremendous job satisfaction.  

As a live-in caregiver, your job is to look 
after and play with the children of 
another family. You may also be 
expected to participate in light 
housework, for example, folding the 
children’s clothes and cleaning the table.  

To be clear on your exact duties it is 
advised that you discuss the terms of 
your cooperation with the Host Family 
prior to the beginning of the program and 
signing the contract. 

Au Pair’s duties can fall between 20-40 
hours per week. For more information on 
the requirements to become an Au Pair 
visit https://www.aupairworld.com/en/au-
pair-programs/australia. 

• HOSPITALITY 

Hospitality jobs in Australia are a common 
way for backpackers to get money while 
making new friends and without being in 
the middle of nowhere. 

Bars, pubs, hotels and restaurants 
employ a large number of backpackers, 
especially in the summer season. You will 
be able to work as a receptionist, waiter, 
chef, kitchen hand, bartender, barista, 
allrounder, etc. These jobs are generally 
well paid, from $20 to $25 per hour + tips, 
and hourly rates increase in the evening 
and on weekends. 

In Australia, you need a certificate for 
jobs in which you serve alcohol. You can 
obtain the RSA certificate by completing 
a day of training either in a classroom or 
online. Budget is about $150 to get your 
certificate – the price depends on the 
state. Each state has its own legislation 
regarding the RSA certificate, so it may 
only be valid in the state where you 
obtained your RSA certificate! 

https://www.aupairworld.com/en/au-pair-programs/australia
https://www.aupairworld.com/en/au-pair-programs/australia
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• CONSTRUCTION 

Working in the construction industry has 
many advantages in Australia. Firstly, you 
can find work both in the city and in the 
countryside. Secondly, these jobs are 
usually well paid (way above the minimum 
wage for backpackers). Thirdly, 
depending on the region, the work might 
count towards the second year visa. It’s 
also relatively easy to find a job because 
the demand for labour 
is high. 

To work in the construction industry in 
Australia, you need to get a certificate 
(White Card), which you can easily obtain 
through a short online course. This 
certificate is mandatory in Australia for 
all construction/ construction-related 
jobs. 

In terms of equipment, the term “PPE” is 
used for “personal protective 
equipment“. You have to invest in a 
warning jacket, safety boots and a 
helmet. Depending on the construction 
site and the environment, you might also 
need goggles and hearing protection. Tax 
relief is available to PPE when you come 
to submit your year-end tax return. 

• OFFICE SUPPORT 

As in all the big cities of the world, job 
opportunities are many and varied. You 
can, therefore, find what you are looking 
for in many areas. Australia’s major cities 
(Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth, 
Adelaide, Cairns, etc.) are home to heaps 
of backpackers that work in an office. 

Telemarketing is a sector that often 
recruits temporary workers. Most of the 
time, it involves working on the phone. 
Often you have to call customers on 
behalf of a company or an association. 
You may also need to provide customer 

service, in which case you will have to 
answer incoming calls. 

Unlike construction or hospitality, there 
are no standout barriers to entry with 
most office support roles. Obviously, 
some vacancies may require more or less 
relevant experience than others, but 
generally, the determining factor for 
most jobs available to backpackers on a 
WHV are entirely character-based. 

• EDUCATION 

If you love children and you’re a very 
patient and sensible person, this is 
certainly the work for you! How do you 
become an Early Childhood Educator in 
Australia? To be able to do this job, it is 
necessary to obtain an Australian 
diploma or Bachelor’s degree in this field. 

Working as an au pair can be a good 
opportunity to combine work and 
experience Australia. You will be paid 
around $250 / week + housed and fed by 
a family who asks you to take care of the 
children in exchange. A nanny job is 
another option, the difference being that 
you don’t live with the family. If you have 
experience and references, also consider 
going to schools or daycare centres, 
which sometimes need supervisors or 
facilitators.  

For most of these jobs, you will need a 
WWCC (Working With Children Check) 
from the website of your state of 
residence as well as a First Aid 
Certificate. 

• OTHER JOBS 

There are lots of jobs available to 
backpackers which don’t require any 
formal qualifications or prior experience. 
You can work in shops, housekeeping, 
factories, and removals. 
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• REGIONAL 

If you are in Australia on a 417 Working 
Holiday Visa, then it is highly likely you are 
able to complete three months of 
regional, specified work to gain another 
12-month visa to stay in Australia.  

Regional Australia is considered anywhere 
outside of Sydney, Melbourne, Perth or 
Brisbane. The Department of Immigration 
sets out a list of all the areas that fall 
under Regional Australia. Before you head 
out to your postcode of choice to 
undertake work check the list to make 
sure you are completing work in a 
specified location. If you complete any 
work in an unspecified area, even if it is 
specified work, it does not count as part 
of your regional work for a second or 
third year visa.   

There are five main areas of specified 
work, outlined by the Department of 
Immigration – Agriculture, Construction, 
Forestry and Tree Felling, Fishing and 
Pearling, and Mining. If your job falls under 
any of these sections, then you may be 
completing specified work. Bear in mind 
that all roles within these industries do 
not count as specified work.  

To extend your stay in Australia you must 
complete 88 days regional work. If you 
want to hammer out three months 
straight then go for it, but if you want to 
break up the work and travel around a 
little bit then that’s fine too.  

Just make sure that each stop along the 
way is in one of the regional postcodes 
and counts as specified work. If you 
aren’t sure, get in touch with the 
Department of Immigration directly and 
they should be able to help you out.  

If you do decide to break up your three 
months, then it becomes a countdown of 
88 days worked. If you opt to go for three 
months straight and start tomorrow, you 

finish in three months from that first date 
worked. If you work full-time hours for the 
industry, you are in (more than likely 40 
hours a week plus, spread over five or six 
days) then, yes weekends do count 
against your total.  

If you spread out your regional work, 
completing a couple of weeks here and 
there throughout your first year in 
Australia then the actual number of days 
will become important to you. Then you 
are on the quest for 88 days!   

If you work full-time hours, Monday to 
Friday on a pecan farm in a regional 
postcode, then Saturday and Sunday are 
included off your 88 days. If you work 
part-time hours, for example Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday for a construction 
firm in Darwin then you only tick off three 
days from your 88.  

If you work a double shift on the same 
day, that still only counts as one day 
worked so don’t be fooled into thinking if 
you smash out loads of hours in three 
days then take the next five off that 
they are covered in your 88!  

 If you’ve spent any time in an Australian 
hostel, anywhere in the country, chances 
are you’ve heard the phrase “signed off” 
when talking about regional work. Well, 
what does it mean? Put simply, when you 
are completing your regional work, you 
can download and print a government 
form to prove you are actually doing the 
work which your farmer or employer then 
signs for you.  

The form is really straightforward and 
gives you a lot of handy information that 
can help you when you decide to do your 
regional work, so it is definitely worth a 
look over and make sure that you print 
one off before you head to your first 
regional destination.  

If you are already at the farm and 
haven’t got a form printed – don’t worry! 
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You need to be able to prove your time 
living and working in regional areas, so 
any kind of evidence helps. Whether it is a 
receipt from the local pub, travel tickets, 
bank statements that show ‘Bob’s 
Bananas’ has been paying you once a 
week for the last six weeks – everything 
counts as evidence.  

The government form is the best kind of 
evidence as the farmer signs an official 
document. If you can’t get this 
document, try and get your boss to write 
you a bit of a reference with the dates 
you started and finished your regional 
work and the actual number of days you 
worked. Make sure you get their 
Australian Business Number (ABN) as you 
will need this when applying for your next 
visa!  

A third Working Holiday Visa is available to 
second year Working Holiday Visa holders 
who have completed 6 months of 
specified subclass 417 work or 462 work.  

The third year is available to people 18 to 
30 years old (inclusive) – and Canadian, 
French and Irish citizens 18 to 35 years old 
(inclusive), who currently hold, or who 
have held, a second Working Holiday Visa. 

• TRAINING AND 
CERTIFICATES 

In Australia, there are certain 
employment sectors which require you to 
complete mandatory training before you 
can legally work in them. The cost and 
duration of courses vary. On completion, 
you will receive a certificate to show as 
proof to future employers. 

To be able to work in a place that sells 
alcohol you must obtain an RSA 
certificate. The course costs around $155 
and last approximately 6.5 hours. This 
certificate is only recognised in the state 
where it was obtained. 

To get your RSA click here. 

To be able to work in a casino or gaming 
establishment you must complete an 
RCG or RSG. Recognised across all 
states, this course typically costs AUD 
$100 and lasts for 6.5 hours. 

To get your RCG click here. 

To be able to work in the construction 
industry you must obtain a White Card. 
Accepted all across Australia, this course 
lasts around 6.5 hours and costs AUD 
$110. 

To get your White Card click here. 
 

Recommendations 

 

We highly recommend Edway Training for 
training and certificates. Edway Training 
is a Registered Training Organisation (RTO 
No 91401) and one of Australia’s leading 
course providers. By clicking here, you 
can book your spot on one of their 
training courses with an exclusive 7.5% 
GoTo user discount. 

In addition to mandatory training, extra 
training is popular amongst backpackers 
who want to further develop their 
knowledge and gain more experience. Not 
only do extra certifications look good on 
your CV, but in some industries, it will 
enable you to earn more money.

https://thegoto.app/discounts/#edtraining
https://thegoto.app/discounts/#edtraining
https://thegoto.app/discounts/#edtraining
https://thegoto.app/discounts/#edtraining
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KOALA CAMPAIGN 
 
There are three main objectives which the GoTo Koala Campaign hopes to achieve; To 
inspire wanderlust, connect with travellers and most importantly, support Australian wildlife 
conservation.  

The campaign is led by GoTo’s little soft toy mascots; Charlie, Maxi and Georgie, who will 
travel around Australia in the hands of different groups of travellers, with the hope to make 
it back to Melbourne within 365 days.  

Along their trip, the koala triplets will drop QR codes at specific locations for people to find, 
scan and win prizes. They also share tips to support wildlife, visit other koalas and support 
wildlife hospitals and sanctuaries. 

Getting involved is an attractive a proposition as any thanks to the incredible sponsors who 
offered to provide some amazing rewards. Top prizes include 2 nights’ hostel 
accommodation stay, SUP and Kayak lessons, and a beach-breakfast overlooking the iconic 
Bondi Beach.  

Their adventure is relayed on Charlie’s Instagram @GoTo_koalas and on our website, with 
daily posts and reveal clues about the QR code locations.  

If you’re a business and interested in sponsoring the campaign – don’t worry, you haven’t 
missed the boat! Please complete the short form on our website to be considered as a 
sponsor.  
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/goto_aus/
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SOCIAL NETWORK 
 
GoTo frees you to build a community of like-minded connections before and after you 
touchdown in paradise. Our aim is to ensure you settle into life Down Under with ease by 
giving you a feeling of home. We think that one of the best ways to do this is by helping you 
to build a social network here. We know how it feels to arrive in a foreign country and not 
know anybody. At times it can feel lonely and intimidating. While there are some meet up 
platforms, we’ve tried them all - it can still be difficult and take a lot of time to make 
friends. We want to make this process easier for you and ensure you won’t feel alone.  
 

Follow us on our socials: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
And join our Facebook group to connect with other adventurers, share experiences, explore 
amazing travel tips, find the perfect person to take your Instagram pictures and make 
friends for life.  

Travelling around Australia is one of the best experiences you could ever have, so don’t 
keep this experience to yourself, but share it with others. Are you a passionate traveler and 
want to help and inspire others along their journey? Then apply to become a GoTo 
Ambassador https://thegoto.app/.  

https://thegoto.app
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/goto-aus/ 

https://www.facebook.com/gotoaussie 

https://www.instagram.com/goto_au
/ 

https://www.tiktok.com/@goto_australia? 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/gotoaustralia
https://thegoto.app/
https://thegoto.app/
https://thegoto.app/
https://thegoto.app/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/goto-aus/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/goto-aus/
https://www.facebook.com/gotoaussie
https://www.facebook.com/gotoaussie
https://www.instagram.com/goto_aus
https://www.instagram.com/goto_aus
https://www.instagram.com/goto_aus/
https://www.tiktok.com/@goto_australia?
https://www.tiktok.com/@goto_australia?
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STUDY 
 
Australia is known globally as one of the 
world’s most diverse and welcoming 
countries which is why studying here is a 
popular choice among internationals. 
With a variety of study pathways on 
offer, successfully completing one of 
them can open many doors to the local 
market, or simply allow you to stay longer 
in the country. 

Before you decide to go down this route, 
it is important to thoroughly research the 
visa and curriculum that will best meet 
your needs. 

The student visa costs AUD $630 
including a work permit. This visa allows 
you to stay in Australia for the duration 
of your courses and up to two months 
after it. On a student visa, you are 
allowed to work 20 hours per week. 

Generally, there is one type of subclass 
for all courses, Student Visa - Subclass 
500. A few other visas are applicable to 
specific situations. Before you apply for 
this visa, you must have: 
 

• Been accepted to study full-time 
at an educational institution in 
Australia 

• Organized appropriate welfare 
arrangements for the duration of 
you stay in Australia 

Step 1 - you will need to choose a course 
and an institution and apply for it. Once 
your application has been approved, you 
will receive an ‘Overseas Student 
Confirmation-of-Enrolment. The number 
in this letter is necessary to apply for 
your student visa. 

Step 2 - you must complete your Visa 
Application on the government 
immigration website: 

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/get
ting-a-visa/visa-listing/student-500. 

Most applications will take about four 
weeks to process but time may vary 
depending on your situation. Once your 
visa has been approved, you will receive a 
Notification of Grant Letter via email. This 
is actually your visa. 
 

Recommendation 

 

 
If you’re considering studying in Australia, 
we highly recommend Go Study Australia. 
Go Study help thousands of people every 
year to live and study in Australia. Free 
enrolment and visa support paired with 
long-standing relationships with hundreds 
of top educational institutions mean Go 
Study are best placed to help you find 
the best courses, scholarships, and 
colleges to ensure you meet your goals. 

To receive more information on anything 
study-related in Australia complete the 
contact form on our website and we’ll 
connect you with an expert consultant at 
Go Study.

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/student-500
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/student-500
https://thegoto.app/contact/
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TAX 

• TAX FILE NUMBER (TFN) 

A Tax File Number (TFN) is a unique 
identifier issued by the Australian 
Taxation Office (ATO) to each taxpaying 
entity. Applying for your TFN is one of the 
first things you must do before you start 
work for an employer. 

Obtaining a TFN is an essential task on 
arrival and is included in GoTo’s Basics 
Arrival Package. 

• TAX RETURN 

When you work in Australia, you must pay 
tax to the Australian Taxation Office 
(ATO). Throughout the year, tax is 
deducted from your salary before it is 
paid to you. The % tax paid depends on 
your fiscal status (resident or not). 

If you’re on a working holiday visa, you’re 
considered a non-resident for tax 
purposes. A fixed rate of 15% is applied 
on gross earnings up to AUD $37,000 in a 
fiscal year. 

To determine your residency status for 
tax purposes visit: 
https://www.ato.gov.au/Calculators-and-
tools/Work-out-your-tax-residency/. 

When it comes to submitting your Tax 
Return, there is a simple tax calculator 
which you can use to calculate the 
approximate amount of tax you will pay: 
https://www.taxback.com/en/. 

The amount of Australian tax you get 
back depends on a number of factors like 
how long you worked for, how much you 
earned and how much tax you paid. 

• WHEN? 

Australia’s fiscal year starts on 1st July 
and ends 30th June the following year. 

When the tax year ends, it is mandatory 
to complete a form declaring your total 
revenue for the year. You have from 1st 
July to 31st October to complete and 
send back your tax return.  

If your visa comes to an end before the 
fiscal year-end, or if you plan to leave the 
country before the end of your visa, you 
can complete a tax return in advance. 
Simply follow the steps explained on the 
ATO website: Advance Declaration. 

• HOW? 

You can complete your tax declaration 
yourself via the ATO website, or you can 
use an organisation. There are many 
compliant firms that specialise in helping 
people with their tax return. Using a tax 
agent can save you time and despite the 
small fee money, as they understand 
exactly how to build your tax return to 
guarantee the maximum legal tax refund. 
You can read our full tax guide for more 
information. 

• SUPERANNUATION 

Superannuation is a compulsory 
contribution made by all employers on 
behalf of each of their eligible employees. 
The contribution is paid directly to each 
employee’s nominated super fund, or a 
default fund on their behalf.   

 It is compulsory for your employer to pay 
the superannuation contribution to any 
employee over the age of 18 who is paid 
more than $450 a month. Backpackers 
often miss out on superannuation 
because it is less well understood than 
tax back and requires additional 
paperwork.  

The amount is fixed at 10% which is still a 
significant amount in total at the end of 
your stay. You can choose to open an 
account with a super fund directly, or ask 

https://www.ato.gov.au/Calculators-and-tools/Work-out-your-tax-residency/
https://www.ato.gov.au/Calculators-and-tools/Work-out-your-tax-residency/
https://www.taxback.com/en/
https://thegoto.app/taxes-in-australia/
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your employer to open one for you. The 
former approach makes for a smoother 
reconciliation on your departure as all 
contributions are in one centralised fund.  

 If you worked and earned super as a 
working holiday maker, your super will be 
taxed at 65% when it is paid to you. As a 
temporary visa resident, you can claim 
your super back when:  
 

• You have left Australia AND  

• Your visa has ceased to be in 
effect or has been cancelled  
 

If you leave the country while your visa is 
still active, you can either decide to wait 
until your visa expires or cancel your visa.  

The payment is called a departing 
Australia superannuation payment 
(DASP).  

To get your superannuation contribution 
back, you can complete an online request 
form on the ATO website in the Super 
section or outsource it to a compliant 
accountant.  

You'll need to attach a handful of 
supporting documents and details such 
as a copy of your visa, names, 
membership numbers and addresses of 
the fund(s) you have contributed to, and 
information about your employer(s). 
Check the ATO website to confirm 
exactly what you will need. For more 
information on Super check out our online 
guide. 
 

Recommendation 

 

Taxback.com are dedicated to helping 
you file fully compliant returns and 
ensuring you claim back any overpaid tax, 
guaranteeing peace of mind and more 
money in your pocket. Their friendly team 
of specialists aim offer an end-to-end, 
transparent and user-friendly experience 
and service, so you can just relax and 
enjoy your time in Aus while they take 
care of all the boring & legal matters.

https://applicant.tr.super.ato.gov.au/applicants/default.aspx?pid=1
https://thegoto.app/all-about-superannuation/
https://thegoto.app/all-about-superannuation/
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TOURS & TRAVEL 
 
It’s no surprise that the sixth largest 
country in the world, Australia, has so 
much on offer for travellers. Blessed with 
a myriaSd of natural wonders, plenty of 
wildlife, dazzling beaches, cosmopolitan 
metropolises, and large expanses of the 
outback, it’s easy to see why this 
captivating country is such a complete 
travel destination. From amazing 
sightseeing to fabulous land and aquatic 
adventures, there’s absolutely nothing 
you can’t do during your time in Australia. 

• THE NATURAL WONDERS 

 

Australia is home to some rare, fabulous 
natural wonders. From Queensland’s 
Great Barrier Reef, which embodies the 
only living piece of the Earth noticeable 
from space to the spectacular, sacred 
Uluru, there are countless such amazing 
sites worth seeing and enjoying Down 
Under at least once in a lifetime. 

Other magnificent places to visit in 
Australia includes the Pinnacles; the 
impressive Fraser Island; Kakadu, with its 
amazing tropical biodiversity, the 
Mackenzie Falls; the astonishing Blue 
Mountains; and the sandstone area of 

the Bungle Bungle Range. 

• THE BEACHES 

 

Australia takes pride in some of the best 
beaches on the planet. From stunning, 
pristine stretches of white sand to 
genuine meccas for surfers and lively 
action-packed shores, there’s absolutely 
nothing you can’t find in this lovely 
country, whose coastline stretches for 
almost 37,000 km, featuring no less than 
11,011 beaches. 

Among the most beautiful beaches are 
the dazzling Cable Beach in Broome; 
Hyams Beach - renowned for having the 
whitest sand in the world; the legendary 
Kirra Beach, with its gorgeous rolling 
waves; the fashionable Four Mile Beach in 
Port Douglas; Whitehaven Beach near the 
Great Barrier Reef; as well as Sydney’s 
magnificent Shelly Beach, to name a few. 
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• AMAZING ADVENTURES 

Australia is paradise for adventure 
enthusiasts. Whether you choose to 
explore the country’s outback wilderness, 
surf along its incredibly diverse 
coastlines, snorkel the Great Barrier Reef, 
sail in the Whitsundays, skydive or try 
something in between, you will certainly 
be spoiled for choices in this adrenaline-
pumping destination.  

• SHIMMERING CITIES 

 

Scattered between mountains, wilds, 
rivers, and ocean, Australia’s 
metropolitan areas deliver some pretty 
extraordinary urban experiences. From 
Sydney’s encapsulating ambiance, 

vibrant culture, and enticing beach 
lifestyle to Melbourne’s charming 
European flair and unsurpassed coffee 
culture, there are a plethora of amazing 
things you can do, see, and experience in 
Australia’s shimmering cities. 

Adelaide is a charming coastal city with 
gorgeous beaches, lovely parks, and lots 
of entertaining opportunities, while quiet, 
remote Darwin in Australia’s lush north 
has some excellent local markets. Laid-
back and sophisticated, Perth combines 
beach fun with great food and a booming 
arts scene. 

Cairns’ enviable location between the 
Daintree Rainforest and the Great Barrier 
Reef makes it an ideal destination for 
adventure seekers, and Canberra – the 
nation’s cool little capital – is a feast for 
design and architecture lovers, with 
world-class museums, large open 
parklands, and wide, tree-lined avenue. 
 

Recommendation 

 

Autopia Tours is the recognised market 
leader in small group adventure tours 
throughout Australia. With over 20 years’ 
experience in providing small group 
adventures they know the travel industry 
inside out. Autopia specialise in small 
groups and won’t squeeze you in 
amongst 50 other travellers. So you can 
relax, enjoy your tour and talk to your 
fellow passengers in comfort. The 
informative commentary from their 
friendly and experienced guides will be a 
highlight of your tour. 
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STATES & TERRITORIES 
 
Mainland Australia is the world’s largest island but the smallest continent. The country is 
divided into 6 states and 2 territories, each with its own unique mix of environments, 
cultures and rhythms. From rolling deserts and quaint capitals to lush rainforests and sun-
soaked cities, you’re going to want to visit them all. 

Every month presents an opportunity to experience a particular region of Australia at its 
best. If beach hopping is high on your agenda, aim for the warmer months of September to 
April in New South Wales and southeast Queensland, and November to March in southern 
states, including southern Western Australia. 

While southern states tend to experience four seasons, northern Australia (encompassing 
the top sections of Western Australia, the Northern Territory, and Queensland) has just two: 
wet (October to May) and dry (June to September). With road access often compromised 
during the wet season, the dry period is generally the best time to visit the region, 
especially on a road trip.  
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• NEW SOUTH WALES (NSW)  

 

New South Wales beckons with indulgent wine regions, pristine seaside villages, and 
mountain wilderness. Settled on the shores of Port Jackson is the bustling capital of 
Sydney, the nation’s biggest city. There’s something in NSW for everyone. With the Sapphire 
Coast to the south, the Central Coast to the north and the Blue Mountains to the left, this 
east coast state is a destination certainly worthy of bucket list status.  
 

Things to do  

•  Enjoy the “surf and party” lifestyle north of the capital  

• Escape to the chilled-out coastal destinations like Jervis Bay and Byron Bay  

• Camp, hike and mountain bike in the national parks of the Blue Mountains  
 

Best time to visit 

September to April
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• AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY (ACT)  

 

The Australian Capital Territory, home to Australia’s capital city of Canberra – is a tempting 
combination of outdoor adventure, urban exploration and artistic flare. The perfect 
destination for foodies, culture vultures and outdoor enthusiasts alike, the ACT is sure to 
challenge all your expectations. Conveniently located between Sydney and Melbourne, 
Canberra is perfect for short breaks and weekends away.  
 

Things to do  

•  Explore history, art and culture as well as Canberra’s museum and art galleries  

• Hike, bike, paddle and climb through nature reserves on a 
day trip  

• Sip on cool-climate wines in Canberra’s nearby wineries  
 

Best time to visit 

September to April
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• NORTHERN TERRITORY (NT)  

 

At the top end of Australia lies Darwin, the capital city of the NT. Darwin encapsulates 
“outback Australia” with some of the country’s premier national parks – Kakadu National 
Park, King’s Canyon and Litchfield National Park – though, there’s probably nowhere as 
iconic as the phenomenal Uluru. The Northern Territory is a must-do for those wishing to see 
quintessential Australia, sublime landscapes, symbolic wildlife and authentic aboriginal 
culture.  
 

Things to do  

•  Experience the magnificent “red rock” at Uluru Kata Tjuta National Park  

• Explore the coastal oasis of Darwin  

• Visit the striking King’s Canyon, Australia’s “Grand Canyon”  
 

Best time to visit 

June to September
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• QUEENSLAND (QLD)  

 

Queensland’s long stretch of subtropical stretch of land on the northeast of Australia is 
home to the World Heritage-listed Great Barrier Reef, the ancient Daintree Rainforest and 
the beautiful Whitsunday Islands. Queensland is the sun-loving, beach-going traveller’s 
paradise. The state’s capital is Brisbane (or Brissie), and it enjoys winter sunshine and 
warmth more than just about anywhere else in the country, making it perfect for outdoor 
activities and water sports.  
 

Things to do  

• Snorkel or scuba dive on the Great Barrier Reef  

• Visit the world’s oldest living rainforest, the Daintree  

• Enjoy an oceanside escape on Fraser Island, the Sunshine Coast, the Gold Coast, or 
the Whitsunday Islands  
 

Best time to visit 

March to May
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• SOUTH AUSTRALIA (SA)  

 

South Australia has made a name for itself as a relaxed region full of wine, wildlife and 
natural wonder. Soak up the capital of Adelaide's sophisticated art and dining scene, taste 
classic Australian drops in undulating wine regions and watch koalas snooze among island 
treetops.  
 

 Things to do  

•  Unwind with spectacular wines from the Barossa Valley, McLaren Vale and Adelaide 
Hills  

• Swim with sea lions, dolphins and great white sharks at Port Lincoln  

• Discover epic nature, abundant wildlife and incredible food, wine and gin on 
Kangaroo Island 
 

Best time to visit 

November to March
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• TASMANIA (TAS)  

 

Tasmania’s natural beauty is captivating, its cultural experiences are diverse, and its food 
and drink offering is enviable. Get a true taste of Tasmania in its fresh apple cider, cheeses, 
wine and oysters, and experience a dose of its serenity with its powder white beaches and 
laidback luxury.  
 

Things to do  

•  Visit Hobart’s most fascinating art gallery, the Museum of Old and New Art (MONA)  

• Wander among the white sand and calm blue waters of Freycinet National Park  

• Get mesmerised by the Southern Lights at Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair National 
Park  

 

Best time to visit 

November to March
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• Victoria (VIC)  

 

There is enough to keep you entertained for days in the food, culture, and sports-loving 
capital city of Melbourne. But better still, Victoria’s most enticing experiences are all within 
a short drive of the city. From mountain vistas to cool-climate wines and little penguins 
(yes, there are penguins in Australia!), whichever direction you turn, Victoria will serve up 
something special.  
 

Things to do  

• Explore street art, local cafes and restaurants in Melbourne’s laneways  

• Drive the Great Ocean Road and see the iconic 12 Apostles  

• Indulge some internationally renowned wines in the Yarra Valley and Mornington 
Peninsula  

 

Best time to visit 

November to March
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• WESTERN AUSTRALIA (WA)  

 

Australia’s largest state, Western Australia, is incredibly vast and diverse. Covering nearly 
one-third of the country, its baffling rock formations, ancient Aboriginal sites and sweeping 
green vineyards of world-class wineries present a lifetime of exploration. 
  

Things to do  

• Swim with whale sharks on Ningaloo reef  

• Visit Rottnest Island and snap a selfie with a friendly quokka  

• Relax with a glass of wine in Margaret River  
 

Best time to visit southern WA 

November to March;  

 

Best time to visit northern WA 

June to September
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VISA 
 
It’s no surprise that so many 
backpackers end up wanting to stay in 
Australia. If you want to extend your stay 
in Australia after your first working 
holiday visa, here are your options: 
 

• Get a second or third working 
holiday visa 

• Study in Australia 

• Stay as a tourist 

• Get sponsored (TSS) 

• Apply for permanent residency 

 

• SECOND OR THIRD WHV 

Both second and third working holiday 
visas let people 18-30 years old (35 from 
Canada, France and Ireland) in who 
currently hold, or have held, a working 
holiday visa, have another working holiday 
in Australia. 

All three working holiday visa’s cost 
exactly the same: AUD $485. 

To be eligible you must still meet the 
same conditions as for the original visa 
(age, valid passport, good health, no 
dependant children).  

The additional condition is that you must 
have worked for at least three months 
(88 days in total) in regional Australia. For 
your third year working holiday visa, you 
must have completed a further six 
months (179 days) of regional work in 
Australia. Work can be completed in one 
block with the same employer or in 
separate blocks with one or more 
employers. 

• STUDENT VISA  

An Australian student visa allows eligible 
foreign nationals to enter (or stay in) 
Australia for study purposes. It is valid for 

up to 5 years in line with the student’s 
enrolment. Holders of a student visa can 
carry out an unlimited number of hours 
paid work leading up to and once the 
course has started. 

The cost of an Australian student visa is 
AUD $630. 

Go Study Australia is our expert 
education partner who will give you free 
support and guidance throughout the 
entire process. 

• TOURIST VISA  

 A tourist visa allows you to visit and stay 
in Australia for a total of 3 months. You 
can study and complete volunteer work, 
but you cannot do any paid work. There 
are three types of tourist visas: the 
EVisitor (subclass 651), Electronic Travel 
Authority (subclass 601) and Visitor Visa 
(subclass 600). 

The cost of a tourist visa is 
approximately AUD $265. 

• EMPLOYER SPONSORED VISA 

Employer sponsorship isn’t one-size-fits-
all. There are many visa options available 
and it is important to select the right visa 
subclass for both the business and the 
individual being sponsored. Employer-
sponsored visas range from training visas 
through to permanent residency. 

The Australian work visa program is 
designed to fill skill shortages and provide 
employers with access to labour that 
cannot be found locally. Both you and 
your employer must meet certain criteria 
in order to be eligible for employer 
sponsorship. This may depend on: 
 

• The employer’s location, trading 
history and genuine need for the 
position to be filled 
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• The shortage occupation list, the 
nominated position and the 
offered salary 

• Your relevant work experience 
and/or qualifications 

• Your age and your English 
competency 
 

• PERMANENT RESIDENCY 

Many people dream of securing 
permanent residency in Australia. There 
are several ways that you can achieve 
this. 

If you meet the requirements and the 
point score for a skilled visa, either skilled 
independent (189 visa) or skilled 
sponsored (190 visa), you gain PR as soon 
as your visa is activated. 

Most partner visas are temporary at first, 
but lead to residency if the relationship 
continues. PR visas are available to 
couples who have lived together for the 
three years prior to the application, or 
who have lived together for two years 
and have a child together. 

Permanent residency gives you many of 
the rights and privileges that Australian 
citizens enjoy. Your partner and children 
are also granted PR and all family 
members have access to subsidised 
education at an Australian school or 
university and subsidised healthcare 
through Medicare. 

Most permanent residents can apply for 
Australian citizenship after living in 
Australia for four years, provided at least 
12 months of this was as a permanent 
resident. 

When you become an Australian citizen 
you gain the same rights as those who 
were born in Australia. After becoming a 
citizen you can call yourself an 
“Australian” in the full sense of the word, 
and you have the same rights and 

privileges as Australians who were born in 
the country, including voting rights. 

Recommendation 

 

 
Established in 2006, True Blue Migration 
Services is one of Australia’s leading 
migration agencies. Whether you’re new 
to Australia or want to stay longer, their 
experienced Registered Migration Agents 
can check your visa eligibility and let you 
know your options. Their team of experts 
has helped thousands of people obtain 
Australian temporary visas, permanent 
residency and citizenship, as well as 
managing visa appeals. For queries 
related to immigrations or visas click 
here.

https://thegoto.app/visa/#675481458
https://thegoto.app/visa/#675481458
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And That’s It! 
Do you have any questions? 

Schedule a FREE INTRO CALL with the 
GoTo Team! Or reach out to us via 
the details below: 
Call: +61 478 747 116 

  

            

mailto:hello@thegoto.app
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